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Nestled along the picturesque coastline of southern Vietnam, the city of
Vung Tau is renowned for its stunning beaches, historical landmarks, and
vibrant nightlife. During the 1970s, as the Vietnam War raged on, Vung Tau
emerged as a haven of respite and entertainment, attracting both locals
and foreign visitors alike.

At the heart of Vung Tau's nightlife scene were its numerous bars, which
offered a diverse range of experiences. From lively dance clubs pulsating
with the latest disco and rock music to intimate lounge bars exuding an air
of sophistication, these establishments played a pivotal role in shaping the
city's social and cultural landscape.

The Dance Clubs

For those seeking an energetic night of dancing, Vung Tau's dance clubs
were the place to be. The most renowned of these clubs was the infamous
"Apocalypse Disco," located on Tran Hung Dao Street. This sprawling
venue featured two dance floors, a live band, and a state-of-the-art sound
system that reverberated with the throbbing beats of the era.



The Apocalypse Disco attracted a diverse crowd of locals, American
soldiers, and international tourists. It was known for its wild parties, where
alcohol flowed freely and inhibitions were shed. The club's iconic disco ball,
suspended from the ceiling, illuminated the dance floor with its
kaleidoscopic patterns, creating an unforgettable ambiance that transported
patrons to another world.

Another popular dance club in Vung Tau was the "Saigon Club." This venue
was renowned for its live music, featuring local and international bands that
played a mix of rock, pop, and soul. The Saigon Club had a more intimate
and sophisticated atmosphere compared to the Apocalypse Disco,
attracting a crowd of musicians, artists, and intellectuals.
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The Lounge Bars

For those who preferred a more relaxed and sophisticated evening, Vung
Tau offered a range of lounge bars that exuded an air of elegance and
charm. One of the most beloved of these bars was the "Moonlight Lounge,"
located on Ham Nghi Street.

The Moonlight Lounge was known for its cozy ambiance, dim lighting, and
live piano music. The bar's clientele included wealthy locals, foreign
dignitaries, and even celebrities who visited Vung Tau during the war. The
Moonlight Lounge was the perfect place to unwind with a classic cocktail or
a glass of fine wine, while listening to the soothing melodies of the piano.

Another popular lounge bar in Vung Tau was the "Blue Room," located on
Tran Phu Street. This bar had a more bohemian vibe, attracting artists,
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writers, and intellectuals who sought a place to socialize, exchange ideas,
and enjoy live music. The Blue Room was known for its eclectic
atmosphere, where one could find lively debates on art, politics, and
culture.

The Patrons

The bars of Vung Tau in the 1970s were a melting pot of diverse cultures
and backgrounds. Locals from all walks of life mingled with American
soldiers, war correspondents, aid workers, and tourists. This unique
combination of patrons created a vibrant and cosmopolitan atmosphere.

American soldiers played a significant role in shaping the nightlife scene in
Vung Tau. They brought with them their music, their culture, and their thirst
for entertainment. Many American soldiers frequented the Apocalypse
Disco and other dance clubs, where they could let loose and forget the
horrors of war.

War correspondents and aid workers also frequented the bars of Vung Tau,
seeking respite from the harrowing experiences they had witnessed. These
individuals often shared their stories and insights with the locals and other
patrons, creating a sense of community and understanding.

The Drinks

The bars of Vung Tau served a wide range of drinks, from classic cocktails
to local Vietnamese specialties. Among the most popular cocktails were the
Mai Tai, the Pina Colada, and the Zombie. These tropical drinks offered a
refreshing escape from the heat and humidity of the Vietnamese climate.



Local Vietnamese drinks also featured prominently on the menus of Vung
Tau's bars. The most well-known of these drinks was the "Bia Hoi," a fresh,
unpasteurized beer that was served in large glasses or jugs. Bia Hoi was a
popular choice for locals and tourists alike, offering a refreshing and
affordable way to quench one's thirst.

The Legacy

The bars of Vung Tau in the 1970s played a significant role in shaping the
city's social and cultural landscape. They provided a place for locals and
visitors to socialize, dance, drink, and forget the troubles of the outside
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world. These establishments were also a testament to the American
influence on Vietnamese culture during the war era.

Today, the bars of Vung Tau continue to thrive, offering a diverse range of
experiences for locals and tourists alike. While the venues and the clientele
have changed over time, the spirit of the 1970s lives on in the city's vibrant
nightlife scene.

For those who are interested in exploring the history of Vung Tau's bars
and nightlife, there are several resources available. The Vung Tau Museum
has a collection of vintage photographs and artifacts that provide a glimpse
into the era. Local tour guides can also arrange visits to iconic venues such
as the Apocalypse Disco and the Moonlight Lounge.

Unveiling the allure of Vung Tau's bars in the 1970s is a journey through
time that reveals a vibrant tapestry of culture, history, and nostalgia. From
the pulsating dance clubs to the intimate lounge bars, these establishments
played a pivotal role in shaping the city's social and cultural landscape.
Whether one seeks an energetic night out or a more relaxed evening of
conversation and music, Vung Tau's bars continue to offer a unique and
unforgettable experience.
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