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McKenzie Wark's Hacker Manifesto is a provocative and thought-provoking
work that examines the intersection of technology, capitalism, and social
change in the digital age. Written in 2004, the manifesto has become a
seminal text for scholars, activists, and anyone interested in understanding
the impact of technology on society.

Wark argues that the internet and other digital technologies have created a
new kind of "hacker culture" that is challenging the traditional structures of
power and authority. He celebrates the hacker ethic of open sharing,
collaboration, and innovation, while also critiquing the ways in which
hacking can be co-opted and commodified by corporations and
governments.

The Hacker Ethic

At the heart of the Hacker Manifesto is the hacker ethic. This ethic is based
on the belief that information should be free and accessible to all. Hackers
are driven by a desire to learn, create, and share their knowledge with
others. They are often motivated by a sense of social justice and a belief
that technology can be used to make the world a better place.
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The hacker ethic is in direct contrast to the values of capitalism, which is
based on the accumulation of wealth and the exploitation of labor. Hackers
reject the idea that information should be owned or controlled by a few
individuals or corporations. They believe that everyone has the right to
access and use information for their own purposes.

The Hacker Class

Wark argues that the hacker ethic is not simply a set of abstract principles,
but a real and tangible force in the world. He identifies the emergence of a
new "hacker class" that is composed of people who are committed to the
hacker ethic and who are working to create a more just and equitable
society.

The hacker class is not a homogenous group. It includes people from all
walks of life, from software engineers and computer scientists to artists,
activists, and writers. However, all members of the hacker class share a
common commitment to the hacker ethic and a belief in the power of
technology to change the world.

The Hacker Manifesto

The Hacker Manifesto is not a blueprint for a utopian society, but rather a
call to arms for the hacker class. Wark urges hackers to use their skills and
knowledge to challenge the status quo and to create a more just and
sustainable world.

The manifesto is divided into three parts:

1. The Hacker Ethic: This section outlines the basic principles of the
hacker ethic and argues for the importance of free and open



information.

2. The Hacker Class: This section identifies the emergence of a new
hacker class and discusses its potential for social change.

3. The Hacker Manifesto: This section is a call to arms for the hacker
class, urging them to use their skills and knowledge to create a better
world.

The Hacker Manifesto is a challenging and inspiring work that has had a
profound impact on the way we think about the internet and its potential for
social change. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the future of
technology and society.

McKenzie Wark's Hacker Manifesto is a powerful and provocative work that
offers a unique perspective on the intersection of technology, capitalism,
and social change. Wark's analysis of the hacker ethic and the hacker class
provides a valuable framework for understanding the challenges and
opportunities of the digital age.

The Hacker Manifesto is a call to arms for hackers and non-hackers alike. It
is a reminder that technology is a tool that can be used for good or for evil.
The future of the digital age will depend on the choices we make today.
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