
Myra Carroll Noel Streatfeild: A Literary
Pioneer for Children and Young Adults

Myra Carroll Noel Streatfeild, born on December 6, 1899, is widely
regarded as one of the most influential and beloved children's and young
adult authors of the 20th century. With her captivating stories, realistic
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characters, and enduring themes of friendship, family, and personal growth,
Streatfeild has left an enduring legacy in the literary world. This article
delves into the life, career, and significant contributions of Myra Carroll Noel
Streatfeild, shedding light on her remarkable achievements and the lasting
impact she has had on generations of readers.
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Early Life and Influences

Myra Streatfeild was born in The Vicarage, 130 Woodstock Road, Oxford,
into a family with a strong literary background. Her father, George Ryder
Streatfeild, was a canon of Christ Church, Oxford, and her mother, Jane
Wildman, was a talented musician. Streatfeild's early years were marked
by her exposure to the arts, literature, and music, which played a crucial
role in shaping her future aspirations as a writer.

From a young age, Streatfeild possessed a vivid imagination and a keen
interest in storytelling. She began writing stories and plays as a child, using
her siblings and friends as characters. Her experiences in the Oxfordshire
countryside, particularly her interactions with the local children, proved to
be a rich source of inspiration for her later works.
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Literary Career

Myra Streatfeild's literary career took off in the 1920s with the publication of
her first book, "Ballet Shoes," in 1936. The novel, which tells the story of
three orphaned sisters who pursue their dreams of becoming ballet
dancers, was an instant critical and commercial success. The book's
portrayal of young female characters who are strong, independent, and
determined resonated deeply with readers and established Streatfeild as a
popular writer for children and young adults.

Building on the success of "Ballet Shoes," Streatfeild went on to write over
50 books, including the beloved "Shoes" series ("Theatre Shoes," "Dancing
Shoes," and "Music Shoes") and the "Circus Shoes" series ("Circus
Shoes," "White Boots," and "Skating Shoes"). Her works, known for their
warm-hearted humor, lively dialogue, and memorable characters, explored
a wide range of themes, including the importance of perseverance, the
power of friendship, and the challenges and joys of growing up.

Streatfeild's ability to capture the inner workings of children's minds and
emotions set her apart as a truly gifted writer. Her characters were not
mere archetypes but complex and relatable individuals with their own
strengths, weaknesses, and aspirations. Through her stories, Streatfeild
encouraged young readers to embrace their passions, overcome adversity,
and believe in themselves.

Personal Life and Legacy

In 1939, Myra Streatfeild married Denis Charles Gillam, a civil servant. The
couple had two children, Simon and Cressida. Streatfeild continued to write
throughout her life, balancing her writing career with her family



responsibilities. She was also active in the literary community, serving as a
member of the National Book League and the Society of Authors.

Myra Carroll Noel Streatfeild passed away on September 11, 1986, at the
age of 86. She left behind a literary legacy that continues to inspire and
delight young readers around the world. Her books have been translated
into dozens of languages and have sold millions of copies, solidifying her
status as one of the most beloved and respected authors of the 20th
century.

Awards and Recognition

Myra Streatfeild's contributions to children's literature were widely
recognized during her lifetime and beyond. She received numerous awards
and accolades, including:

- Carnegie Medal (1937) for "Ballet Shoes" - Lewis Carroll Shelf Award
(1959) - Boston Globe Children's Book Award (1965) - Order of the British
Empire (1977)

Streatfeild's work has also been celebrated through adaptations into film,
television, and stage productions. "Ballet Shoes," for example, has been
adapted into several successful films and television series. Her stories
have also been featured in stage productions and radio broadcasts,
ensuring that her characters and themes continue to reach new
generations of readers and viewers.

Literary Significance

Myra Carroll Noel Streatfeild's literary significance lies in her ability to
create compelling and authentic stories that resonate with children and



young adults. Her characters are relatable, her plots are engaging, and her
themes are universal. Through her writing, Streatfeild has not only
entertained young readers but also encouraged them to explore their own
dreams and aspirations, navigate the complexities of growing up, and
appreciate the importance of family, friendship, and personal growth.

Streatfeild's contribution to the genre of children's literature is undeniable.
She is credited with breaking away from the didactic and moralistic tone
that characterized much of the children's literature of her time. Her stories
are free from condescension or preachiness, offering instead a realistic and
empathetic portrayal of the lives of children and young adults.

Furthermore, Streatfeild played a significant role in shaping the portrayal of
female characters in children's literature. Her female protagonists are
strong, independent, and self-assured, breaking away from the traditional
stereotypes of the passive and subservient female characters that were
common in her era. Through her characters, Streatfeild challenged gender
roles and encouraged young girls to pursue their dreams and ambitions
without fear or limitation.

Myra Carroll Noel Streatfeild was a literary pioneer who left an enduring
mark on the world of children's and young adult literature. Her captivating
stories, realistic characters, and enduring themes have touched the lives of
generations of readers, inspiring them, making them laugh, and helping
them navigate the complexities of growing up and finding their place in the
world. Streatfeild's legacy as a beloved and respected author continues to
endure, and her books remain a testament to her remarkable storytelling
abilities and her profound understanding of the human heart.
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