
Edgar Allan Poe: The Master of Macabre Who
Loved a Good Laugh
Edgar Allan Poe, the legendary American writer known for his haunting
tales of mystery and horror, is often associated with an image of gloom and
despair. However, unbeknownst to many, Poe possessed a mischievous
and humorous side that often found its way into his writing and personal
life.

Despite the prevailing perception of Poe as a brooding and somber figure,
a closer examination of his works and persona reveals a man with a keen
sense of humor. This article will delve into the lesser-known comedic
aspects of Edgar Allan Poe, exploring his playful wit, satirical observations,
and the influence of humor on his literary legacy.

Edgar Allen Poe was a Pretty Funny Guy:: An Essay
by Loura A. Lawrence

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 349 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 11 pages

Poe's Humorous Tales

FREE

https://textbook.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlNmMjRcLzk0a3crNWlGS0pBWVQrQ3gzY1ZSNG9rVmpRdEc0Q1lcL3h2K2trQVAyMTFEMHN6VFwvNWtPczhWaktXSU0zYkVwK2UxemhxdU5Ia0oyZnh4YXFZVkpDMGpLWUhhUWhhMTlLSnk4SzF6alBnZXhzbHNMckVjaU5RaVI3MlFTRk9iaWdIOW82enErRjZFRnB5aDRTZHJJcDdLRXFGT3gzWWpcL25mdEQ2ZTdlMVwvRUxmMTdyNE82OXlTMlwvd1JRViIsIml2IjoiZTU3OTA0MmY2OWQzMWMwOWRmODMxZTZjNDhlZTI0N2EiLCJzIjoiNGRhOGI4ZmMyZGFlYWUzOCJ9
https://textbook.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik1HZDZWWWdjYnV0U2ZcLzJoMldaN2xKMnlOMFFLdk1sOFJYbFc3RjVESXJFNm1CSkh2SzltM0RXZUhLRHVaSXlNRTdcL1wvMnB6YjlpdnZvVlRhbTlZd25BNnJIMllXQ1Y1UDhPYWlXNXFPM0xjR24zVHlrVGorbnluYmZCU21QUnRBSmVwaG81dlJWMTNIMTBodnZQUHVzSEpTRGZaTkJnTTd5b0M1ZVlnRzArUjhpOTA2TUM4RmRjZFkwdFk3OGhQcSIsIml2IjoiMTlmNjc4NDhhNjJjYTIwZDhlYjQ4ZWJmMzZlYzY0NDkiLCJzIjoiNDFlNGIxMGE0NTY4ZmUwZiJ9
https://textbook.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkFxb2llcDVNVUpvU3dTWnBPNVY3UDh5MG9QRGlqeDVrblVHaEZhZUd6VklnTXI2R29sUXM2Ylh3N1ZIN25KTlZUUEFqeUpZUmNwenZ6TTRnU0VoQXFKenpYOWNsbHZ6RFo2aVFuaWtsWERLZGdYWHVmTzhNOHk4dWNFQkVyVXBcL0xOY2pZYklnazc5WWs4TjRmZjZVbzZBdzViZzdvcDNBallcL3lGVUZZVDRNTlNjMXBcLytFMjU3dW1IVkRxa2FWRSIsIml2IjoiNTYwMmQzMzljZjg5OTlkZTc5Njg4OTdkMzExNDViYjgiLCJzIjoiN2I0YTZlZDcyMjJkOTFjMyJ9


While Poe is primarily celebrated for his tales of the macabre, he also
penned several lighthearted and humorous stories that showcased his
comedic flair. One of the most notable examples is "The System of Doctor
Tarr and Professor Fether," a satirical tale about a group of asylum patients
who overthrow their tyrannical superintendent.

In this story, Poe employs slapstick comedy and witty dialogue to poke fun
at the pomposity and incompetence of the asylum's authorities. The
inmates' cunning and determination to turn the tables on their oppressors is
both amusing and satisfying.

Another example of Poe's humorous writing is the short story "The Literary
Life of Thingum Bob, Esq.," a parody of the literary establishment of his
time. In this satirical piece, Poe skewers the pretensions and absurdities of
the literary world, creating a farcical tale that is both entertaining and
thought-provoking.

Poe's Wit and Irony

Beyond his humorous tales, Poe was also known for his sharp wit and
ironic observations. In his literary criticism and essays, he frequently
employed sarcasm and irony to express his opinions on various subjects.

For example, in his essay "The Philosophy of Furniture," Poe satirizes the
excessive ornamentation and impracticality of Victorian furniture design. He
hilariously remarks that a chair should be designed with the primary goal of
being "comfortable and durable," rather than being merely "beautiful and
expensive."



Poe's ability to use wit and irony to make a point is evident in many of his
works. His sharp observations and satirical humor add depth and
complexity to his writing, making him both thought-provoking and
entertaining.

Humor in Poe's Personal Life

In addition to his humorous writing, Poe was also known for his playful
personality and love of a good laugh. Despite his struggles with personal
tragedy and financial hardships, he maintained a sense of humor and often
engaged in witty banter with his friends and colleagues.

One of the most famous examples of Poe's humor is his "Letter to Mrs.
Shelton," in which he pokes fun at his own appearance and misfortunes.
Describing himself as "a little bit of a crumpled-up old manuscript," he
humorously complains about his bad teeth and thinning hair.

Poe's ability to find humor in difficult situations is a testament to his
resilience and his capacity for self-deprecation. It also sheds light on the
often-overlooked human side of a writer known for his darker works.

Influence on Literary Legacy

While humor may not be the primary focus of Poe's literary output, it played
a significant role in shaping his legacy and appealing to a wide range of
readers. His ability to incorporate humor into his work demonstrated his
versatility and talent as a writer.

By embracing both the dark and the light, Poe created a unique and
captivating literary style. His humorous tales, witty observations, and self-



deprecating humor add depth and accessibility to his works, making them
enjoyable for readers of all ages and backgrounds.

Furthermore, Poe's humorous side served as a counterbalance to his
darker themes, preventing his writing from becoming overly oppressive or
depressing. It allowed him to explore complex emotions and human
experiences while still maintaining a sense of levity and entretenimiento.

Edgar Allan Poe, the master of the macabre, was not only a master of
horror but also a master of humor. His playful wit, satirical observations,
and love of a good laugh found their way into both his writing and his
personal life, adding a layer of complexity and depth to his literary legacy.

By embracing humor, Poe demonstrated his versatility as a writer and
created a unique and captivating literary style. His humorous works, both
lighthearted and satirical, continue to entertain and delight readers,
showcasing the full range of his talent and the enduring power of his
imagination.

So, the next time you delve into the enigmatic world of Edgar Allan Poe,
don't be surprised to find yourself not only shivering with fear but also
chuckling with amusement. For within the depths of his haunting tales lies a
playful spirit, a mischievous twinkle in the eye of the master of the
macabre.
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